Albert "Britt" Robillard
July 20, 1943 - August 20, 2015

ALBERT "BRITT" ROBILLARD, 72, of Kailua passed away at home on August 20, 2015.
He was born in New York City, and was a retired UH Manoa professor.
"Britt" is survived by his wife, Divina Telan Robillard; brother, Bob Robillard; sister, Robin
Robillard; sons, Terrence Robillard and Thomas Robillard; daughters, Adrienne Robillard
and Zandra Kaaihue; and five grandchildren: Bea, Ian, DJ, Tiki and Zadyn.
A celebration of life will be held between 10:15 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, August 29,
2015 at Hale Ikena, Ft. Shafter. Non-military individuals will need to provide their driver's
license, vehicle insurance card, registration and safety check at the gate.
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Celebration of Life 10:15AM - 02:00PM
Hale Ikena at Ft. Shafter
711 Morton Drive, Honolulu, HI, US, 96819

Comments

“

Dear Divina, Adriana, Terry, Sandra and Thomas:
I just learned of Britt's passing from an unexpected search and was saddened by
such news. I have a lot of fond memories of working with Britt in Spalding Hall. He is
one of the most determined persons I have known.
Aloha Britt, I missed the fun and challenges of reading your lip-talks. That was one of
the greatest experiences.
Andrea Leung
Fall 1989 to Summer 1991

andrea leung - April 18, 2016 at 01:29 AM

“

To the family of the late Dr Robillard,
I'm so sorry and saddened to realise that Dr Robillard has passed on.
A unexpected google search for a project reference led me to just discover yesterday
night that I was mentioned in Dr Robillard's biography and autobiography, of my time
as one of his research assistant at UH Manoa.
Today's google search was for me to send warm wishes to him from Singapore, and I
will still do so here.
Hello Dr Robillard, I was always remember our work sessions, and your big, bright
smile for me!
Sincerely,
Agatha Yap

Agatha Yap - December 10, 2015 at 02:14 AM

“

My sincere condolences to your family. May you find comfort found in the words of
Isaiah 25:8

dawn - December 02, 2015 at 11:18 AM

“

I am so saddened with Britt's passing. He was an inspiring, brilliant, dedicated and
wonderful man. I did not know him very well, but we shared some lovely
interchanges over the years, and he was beloved by his students and faculty alike.
He also had a great sense of humor which I always appreciated. I hope he is flying
with the angels, in full body, mind and spirit, watching over us all. We love you, Britt.
My deepest sympathies to you, Divinia and your family. You've also been such an
inspiration for what true love means by our hearts and actions. With aloha, Kalei
Kanuha

Kalei Kanuha - August 29, 2015 at 12:32 PM

“

I was incredibly saddened to learn of Britt’s passing and it is with a heavy heart I
write these words.
When I first met Britt, I was impressed with his brilliance, kindness, and good humor.
I considered myself fortunate, indeed, when he became my advisor and friend. The
last time I saw him was at his birthday party in 2013 surrounded by friends and family
—a totally joyful celebration! And despite our subsequent emails, I regret I never got
to meet with him again.
Britt was an extraordinary man, one who chose to rise above the shackles of
deterioration to treasure life itself. I feel truly privileged to have known him.
My deepest sympathies go to his wonderful wife, Divina, and their family.

Quincy Edwards - August 29, 2015 at 11:11 AM

“

Britt's humor, generosity, and candor were just a few of things I loved about meeting
with him. Britt served on my dissertation committee in 1998 and the last time I saw
him was in 2006. He was one of the most supportive, passionate, and intelligent
faculty members in the Soc department and someone who supported and mentored
me. He inspired me to work harder, stay intellectually engaged, be mindful of ablism,
enjoy the simple things around me, and laugh. Divina, I am so sorry for your family's
loss. I can still see Britt's smile and compassion.

Mary Yu Danico - August 28, 2015 at 03:11 PM

“

Britt was beyond doubt one of the most courageous people I have ever met, and I
was honored to assist him at a difficult time in his brilliant career. Unfortunately I am
leaving today for the mainland so I cannot be there to share in the remembrances of
this wonderful man, but I will be there in spirit with my warmest memories and
thoughts of Britt and his family.
Eric A. Seitz

Eric A. Seitz - August 28, 2015 at 01:43 PM

“

Britt, you were a bright light in the world. Thank you for your unending compassion
and wisdom, sense of humor, and humble brilliance.
Condolences Divina, my thoughts are with you.
-Nick

Nicholas Gibson - August 26, 2015 at 01:24 AM

“

Hi, Nick! I read with such pathos, your message to me on FB. Mahalo nui for sharing them
with me. I will share with our children... God bless you always!
Divina Robillard - August 26, 2015 at 04:33 AM

“

Goodbye Britt. Thank you for all your kind and generous help for another student
from Palau (myself!) Your service to Palau in helping us to build our behavioural
health services will never be forgotten. Palau thanks you. Palau honors you. I honor
you. Palau honors YOU and DIVINA. I learned much from you and will always
remember you.
Here's the Honolulu Star-Bulletin story about your musings about Reyn's Aloha shirt
as symbol of social change and our photo!
http://archives.starbulletin.com/2002/09/29/special/story26.html
Mahalo.
Richard Salvador

August 25, 2015 at 06:46 PM

“

Thank you, Richard, for calling today. You will always be in our hearts. As will Palau and all
of Micronesia, where our life together started. God bless always!
Divina Robillard - August 26, 2015 at 04:34 AM

“

Dear Divina,
Your husband had great determination along with wonderful insights and intelligence.
I appreciate what an amazing caregiver you were with him and you made a great
team.
I send supportive thoughts to you and your family. I still have the bromeliad in my
garden that you gave me. Thinking of you in peace and love. Valerie Yontz

Valerie Yontz - August 25, 2015 at 03:17 PM

“

Val, I will never forget you! Hope to see you sometime in the future! mahalo nui for this
message
Divina Robillard - August 26, 2015 at 04:35 AM

“

Aloha to Britt Robillard! A good friend and professor who provided gracious help over many
decades to so many of us as graduate students seeking higher education in Hawaii, from
Guam and other islands in Micronesia, and the Philippines. I will miss your back and forth
banter (and the distractions of semiotics and ethno-methodology and, my favorite, the
discursive post-modernism discourse(s)). Diviina and family, all the best! Ann Pobutsky &
Enrico Neri
Ann Pobutsky - August 27, 2015 at 03:13 PM

