James Thomas Costello
July 5, 1948 - August 4, 2019

James Thomas Costello was called home to be with the Lord on August 4, 2019, at age
71. He is survived by his loving wife Laura, his sons, Thomas and Paul and his
Grandchildren, Ruby, Oliver, and Sam. He is also survived by his sisters Susan and
Peggy. A Memorial service will be held at Hawaii Kai Church on August 18th, 2019 at 2:00
pm.
Jim was born in Englewood, New Jersey on July 5th, 1948 to Tom and Kay Costello. He
spent his childhood in Englewood, New Jersey and loved his time there with his parents
and two sisters. At 18 he left to join the Navy in the midst of the Vietnam War. He was
injured stateside and was honorably discharged from the service shortly after.
On December 21, 1971, he met the love of his life, Laura Costello, in Boulder, Colorado.
Together they lived in Colorado and Oaxaca Mexico, before moving to Maui, Hawaii. In the
late 70s, they moved to Kurtistown on the Big Island where their son Thomas was born in
1980.
In 1982 Jim moved to Honolulu with his wife and son to make a better life for his family.
They settled In Hawaii Kai and shortly thereafter his second son, Paul was born in 1984.
In the 80s and 90s, Jim worked as a Real Estate agent and various other enterprises until
1994 when he founded Koko Head Pool Service. While he had plans to retire he was still
working as a pool man when he passed.
Jim loved the Ocean. Most days he surfed at “Seconds”, his favorite break in Maunalua
Bay. In his later years, he had a harder time standing up fast enough when he surfed, but
that did not stop him from being out there several times per week. He imparted his love for
surfing to his son and his grandkids. For years he spoke of how much he wanted to teach
his grandchildren to surf, and he was called away while doing that very thing.
The most important thing in Jim’s life was his faith in Jesus Christ. In life’s most difficult

times he turned everything over to Jesus. The grace of God was always evident in his life.
Jim faithfully served at several churches over the years - Hawaii Kai Christian, New Song
Church, Hope Chapel Hawaii Kai, and Hawaii Kai Church. He also served for years in the
prisons with Good News Prison Ministry, and at River of Life mission. For Jim, serving the
Lord was the most important thing in life.
While we will all miss him dearly, we know that he is now with his Heavenly Father, with a
new body, and in perfect health. While the parting was so hard for us, we take joy in
knowing that because of Jim’s faith and our faith, we will see him again one day.
In lieu of flowers, the family asks that you consider a donation to Jim's favorite ministry,
Good News Jail and Prison Ministry.

Comments

“

Jim was the lead usher at Hawaii Kai Church and his warm welcome greeted literally
thousands of people as they came to worship our Lord. He will be deeply missed by
all but we know he is with the Lord. I thank God for the time Jim was with us and look
forward to seeing him again. Bob Moorefield
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