Joshua Aaron Baker
July 7, 1982 - September 19, 2015

Joshua Baker, age 33, a student of Philosophy at University of Hawai'i - Manoa, passed
away in his home Saturday, September 19 with his school work in front of him. In his
much-too-short life, Joshua shared his passion and struggles with an international group
of friends and family who are feeling the loss of his light and his shadow.
Joshua was a gifted writer, a talented musician and a versatile athlete with an insatiable
quest for knowledge. He was, in his words, "After years and years of searching i feel like i
am finally finding my niche in life and academia and can start to honor my kuleana given
to me by the blessings of my life." Joshua felt an affinity for Hawai'i from the moment he
first set foot there and was proud to be calling it home. His ashes will be scattered in the
Pacific so he may return to the waters he loved.
From an early age, Joshua found an affinity with a variety of cultures and took great joy in
meeting and exploring the worlds of others. While he struggled with the dichotomies
caused by his military service, he received commendations for his work with the native
Iraqi's and received his highest compliment from an Iraqi elder who told him, "You, Josh,
are not like the others. You are a gentleman."
As one of his friends recently wrote, "Josh demanded fairness in a world that was unfair.
He connected deeply with the oppressed and hated oppressors." One of his professors
shared, "As a student, veteran, activist and friend Joshua was unable to outrun the
violence and injustice that weighed his heart heavy. But i was and am in awe of Joshuaʻs
ability to be strong and honest."
Joshua recently wrote:
I have done many things in this life. Soldier, leader, brother, lover, friend,
But nothing,
I swear it, nothing,
Was as powerful and meaningful as to hear

Eō,
Shouted, with passion,
As I shared my aloha ʻĀina .
The handshake I received from
Uncle Walter Ritte,
Is the most meaningful and important moment in my tiny little life.
I don't know who I am,
Long ago, my ancestors lost their connection to the land,
But I know this,
Deep within my soul,
I am a student of this wonderful earth. And
He waʻa he moku, he moku he waʻa.
This Is my home.
It is no coincidence, in my mind,
That Joshua Lanakila manguil shares my name.
I stand with my every breath with the keepers of aloha 'āina.
And like the biblical Joshua, inshallah, if God wills it, we will bring our people home.
This is the only thing that gives my life meaning.
"Perhaps" he wrote, "when I share my shadow, and my light, I can help to heal the world.”
We can all honor Joshua by staying connected to ourselves, to others and to our
environment. In that light, in lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to the causes for
which Josh was most passionate: Josh volunteered with the Stop Mass Incarceration
movement (www.stopmassincarceration.net) and was currently organizing for a march
against police terror on October 22nd in Honolulu Josh also volunteered with the Hawai`i
Coalition for Justice in Palestine (www.usacbi.org). Some may want to donate to Hawai`i
SEED. This is a group that promotes sustainability in Hawai`i (www.hawaiiseed.org), an
issue of significant concern Josh supported.
Josh's family members include his father Bruce and his wife Debby; mother Maggie and
her partner Tom; sister Shannon and fiancé Zakary; brother Dylan and wife Allyson;
Grandparents Morgan and Elsa; Uncle David and wife Lorena, cousin Sophia; Uncle Rick
and cousins Emily, Hannah and Sean; Aunt Katie and husband Gary and cousins Ellie
and Silas. Joshua's light and shadow will also be missed by his entire community of
passionate individuals who are left to continue his fight.
Memorial services will be held in Hawai'i and on the East Coast. Details will be announced
later.

Comments

“

My sincere condolences to your family. May you find comfort found in the words of
Isaiah 25:8

dawn - November 24, 2015 at 05:00 PM

“

Kawailani Awana is following this tribute.

Kawailani Awana - November 05, 2015 at 11:51 PM

“

Kawailani "Lani" Awana lit a candle in memory of Joshua Aaron Baker

Kawailani "Lani" Awana - October 20, 2015 at 12:24 AM

“

He was a kind soul tortured by an unfair world. He had a gentle way about him when
he wasn't wrestling with his demons. The world is a little less bright without him.

Thomas beaman - October 05, 2015 at 10:22 PM

“

It still seems unreal to me, especially when looking at the pictures that I see here,
and at the pictures that I hold in memory. I can still see him across his whole lifespan
- from before he was born, to the long-haired, blonde, smiling child, to the
independent, ever-aware adolescent, to the outwardly-healthy young man returned
from Iraq, bearing the conflict and turmoil that this caused him. I remember him with
heavy dreadlocks, starting to give some attitude, which turned to a broad smile when
I reminded him I'd seen him in diapers. So many starts and stops; so much to give
and so much to bear. He was a very special being and, yes, at times, a pain in the
ass, but so deserving of love and peace. I hope that he has found it now. My
thoughts are with the whole family, whom I view as my own. With love, Wynne

Wynne B Hewitt - October 05, 2015 at 10:00 PM

“

Dream Yvonne J. Perkins sent a virtual gift in memory of Joshua Aaron Baker

Dream Yvonne J. Perkins - October 01, 2015 at 09:35 AM

“

Dream Yvonne J. Perkins lit a candle in memory of Joshua Aaron Baker

Dream Yvonne J. Perkins - October 01, 2015 at 09:32 AM

“

Maggie:
So sorry for your loss. I can't imagine losing a child.
You will always be in my thoughts.
Love Mary

Mary Dixon - October 01, 2015 at 08:47 AM

“

7 files added to the album New Album Name

Melanie Myers - September 29, 2015 at 12:57 PM

“

“

Love to all of Josh's family and friends from his Gaian family.
Melanie Myers - September 29, 2015 at 01:37 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Shane - September 29, 2015 at 09:03 AM

“

Our heartfelt thoughts and prayers to all. We enjoyed meeting and talking to Josh at
Dylan and Allyson"s wedding. What a brilliant young man. Love to all, we will keep
you in our prayers, Jack and Sue (Grammy and Grampy Vrenna)

Sue Vrenna - September 28, 2015 at 05:50 PM

