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Nathan Henry (Hank) Gellert III
1943-2019
Nathan Henry Gellert III, affectionately known as Hank, was born in Lexington, North
Carolina in 1943 to Wilna and Nathan Gellert. When he moved to Boise, Idaho before his
senior year of high school, he became an avid skier and was famous for the helicopters he
executed perfectly off the slopes at Bogus Basin. He studied Mechanical Engineering at
the University of Idaho and spent a year after graduation skiing the French Alps. He
moved to Honolulu, Hawaii in 1967 to work on the nuclear submarines at Pearl Harbor
and it was there that he met the woman who would soon become his wife, Aloha Daisy
Lee Makaimoku. Their courtship was a whirlwind and they married in Hilo, Hawaii in
December 1968. Hank loved motorcycles and his red TR6, which he gave up with both
sadness and delight when his first child, Jonathan, was born. Hank and Aloha moved their
growing family from Coconut Grove, to Manoa, and then to their house in Maunawili. Their
daughter Malia came next, then daughter Kapuaola, then son Kealii who was born in
Idaho Falls where they lived for eighteen months before moving back to their house in
Maunawili. Christian, the youngest son, arrived shortly after.
Hank worked as a sales engineer at Hawaiian Equipment supplying pumps and
compressors to the sugar mills, repaired boats at Marisco, and sold equipment at Durant
Irvine before starting his own business, The Gellert Company, in 1985. He built a
successful business and was known for his wisdom, kindness, and unflappable presence
in the midst of any crisis. He was an incredible father, who spent weekends with his
children at the beach, or deep in the Ko’olau Mountains where he loved to go in search of
the elusive red palapalai fern he wanted to find for his wife. He never did find one.
Hank was an adventurer and traveled around the world, first on his own, then with his wife
and children. He said no matter where he went, there was no place as beautiful as Kailua
Beach. He loved nothing more than sitting and watching the sunrise or taking his children
and then his grandchildren swimming in the ocean. He delighted in being a grandfather to
Max, Mehana, Paliku, and Kamaka and showered them with the same devotion he

showed to his children. He and Aloha were steadfast in their love and a great role model
during their fifty years of marriage. Hank was a good friend, a gentle and loving father, and
many people’s first phone call, where he always had a good piece of advice—from how
long to use a sponge to how to fix a broken fire pump. His passing leaves a huge hole in
this world.
Hank is survived by his wife, Aloha, their five children, and four grandchildren. He is
preceded in death by his mother, Wilna and father, Nathan. A celebration of his life will be
held at Kaneohe Congregational Church, 45-114 Waikapoki Rd, Kaneohe, HI 96744.
Visitation at 10:00 AM and services at 11:00 AM on Saturday, August 24, 2019.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations be made to the Hank Gellert Memorial
fund at the Bank of Hawaii.
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Comments

“

Dear Aloha and family,
My deepest sympathy and prayers are with you during this sad time.
Jack and I had so many fond memories of our visits with you and Hank. You all really
showed us the Hawaiian life! What a blessing to know you and have those special
times with you and Hank.
Judy Kulp

Judy Kulp - August 29, 2019 at 04:50 PM

“

Aloha,
Our deepest sympathy and prayers are with you and your family during this time and
in the future as you move forward without this Great Man!
It has been an honor and a privilege to have worked with him. He was an icon in our
Industry, and he'll be missed as a business partner and as a friend!
Marty Tomasic & the Tornatech Family!

Marty Tomasic - August 24, 2019 at 09:50 AM

“

I saw this in the paper yesterday. We remember Hank as Keali'i's father from the
Kailua soccer days of the 1980's & 1990's. Our son, Mike MacKinnon, played with
Keali'i during those years and Hank was always there with him. Looking at this
picture, we can see the kind, caring man that Hank was. Aloha dear Hank Gellert.
Never forgotten.
aloha,
Sue & Scott MacKinnon

Susan & Scott MacKinnon - August 24, 2019 at 12:47 AM

“

The Total Equipment Family extends our deepest sympathy and love for Aloha and
the Gellert family at this time.
Those of us who had the pleasure of working with Hank, will long remember the
wisdom and professionalism that he brought to the group at AIRD. Hank also, was

our volunteer historian, and that will leave a real void in our gatherings.
Pat Manning - August 23, 2019 at 10:56 AM

“

Aloha and family,
On behalf of Wiseworth Canada Industries Ltd. our deepest sympathies go out to all
of you during this sad and difficult time.
We are honored and blessed to have known Hank. He was a kind and genuine man,
and a respected leader within the AIRD organization. He will be dearly missed by all
who knew him.
Our heartfelt condolences.
Sincerely,
Karl Schwendeman

Karl Schwendeman - August 22, 2019 at 06:02 PM

“

Aloha,
We are so sorry to hear about Hank's passing. He was an amazing man and friend.
He will be missed greatly. We will treasure the times we spent on the AIRD trips and
having him as the resident photographer. You and the family are in our hearts and
prayers.
With Love,
The Kellogg's

Denise Kellogg - August 22, 2019 at 12:34 PM

“

I have just come to know about the very sad news. I have known Hank for over thirty
years working with him in the mechanical industry. Hank was a good friend, kind,
educator and ready to help always in need. His loss to the industry as well in the
personal space will be felt for long. My thoughts and prayers are with the family in
this difficult time.
Nuti Pandurangasayi
nutip@leisinc.com

Nuti Pandurangasayi - August 21, 2019 at 07:26 PM

“

Aloha and family,
I am truly sorry to hear the news of Hanks passing. Working with Hank over years at
both Aurora and Hydromatic has given me the opportunity to meet and work with one
of the kindest and most patient men I have ever known. Hank was a teacher, great
partner and a friend and will be sadly missed by all that knew him.
My family and I will include him and your family in our prayers.
Paul Paixao

Paul Paixao - August 21, 2019 at 02:17 PM

“

I just heard the sad news. I met Hank several times at Aurora Pump functions. He
was a kind man and is a good soul. I will pray for him and his family.
Nick Sirolli
President
Robert Brown Associates, Inc

Nick Sirolli - August 21, 2019 at 12:51 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear this news. I only met Hank this year. He was a kind man and it
was a pleasure getting to know him. Hank was an important partner to Aurora Pumps
for many years. He will be greatly missed. His family and friends will be in my
families thoughts and prayers.

Andrew Schwarze - August 21, 2019 at 09:29 AM

“

Aloha and family we were saddened to hear of the passing of Hank. We remember
many great times we had while visiting many exotic places with the Ingersoll-Rand
AIRD group.
Although we lost contact since I retired from Cate Industrial Company in Salt Lake
City, Utah we will always cherished our times together.
May the Lord bless you and your family in this time of need.
Steve & Maureen Stauffer
Saint George, Utah
sw.stauffer@gmail.com

Steve Stauffer - August 20, 2019 at 09:37 PM

